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From the Library Director
W

Doug Lehman

elcome to the 2010-11 academic
year at Wittenberg University.
For many of you this is a welcome back.
For the Class of 2014 I offer a “Witt
Welcome.” I hope you are finding your
first weeks on campus to be an enjoyable
experience, one that you will remember
forever. It is a time of transition and
change and new experiences. If there is
one thing life has taught me, it is to take
the time to try new things and savor the
moments we have.
It is my pleasure to welcome you to the
Fall 2010 issue of Notes From Thomas
Library. As I write this introductory
column for the library newsletter, it is
hard to believe that we are beginning
our third volume with this year’s
publication. I think you will find it
contains some tidbits of information
and a wealth of knowledge that you
could not find in any other place.
Compared to the summer of 2009, it
was relatively quiet in the Library this

past summer. We did not conduct any
major weeding projects in periodicals
nor did we close a library, so we were
not looking for space for more bound
periodicals. Yet, it has continued to be
a time of change.
Perhaps the biggest change you will
notice is that Wittenberg went live with
the PaperCut system at the beginning
of fall semester. The PaperCut software
provides each student with a printing
allowance of $100 per semester. This
amount was reached after an analysis of
the trial year in 2009-10. One feature of
this system is that it allows the unused
balance to roll over to the following
semester. If students find that they have
exhausted their allowance before the
end of a semester, they have the option
of adding value at the Copy Center
in Recitation Hall or at the Library
Circulation Desk. We hope this will
make users more aware of the amount
of printing they do and help Wittenberg

Upcoming Events for Fall 2010
Coffee and Hot Chocolate Finals Study Break
Monday, December 13 – 7:30pm – 1:30am

The Library’s Mission Statement
The mission of Thomas Library is to provide resources and services that meet
the information needs of the Wittenberg University community. The Library
will make available information resources that support and enhance academic
inquiry at Wittenberg and will share these resources with the broader scholarly community
as appropriate. The Library will help learners master the use of information resources in
order to facilitate education at Wittenberg and to enable and encourage lifelong learning.

become a “greener” campus.
Students will notice some new
computers in the Research Help Center,
as once again we phased some of the
older models out and are repurposing
them for other uses in the Library. We
are trying very hard to replace the older
computers throughout the library to
keep up with newer technology.
You will also find articles about the
new mobile interface for EZRA and
the library web page, a new book by
a Wittenberg staff member, a patron
spotlight, a staff profile, a report from
the Ohio Library Support Staff Institute
(OLSSI) and photos of the New Student
Day drawing winners.
Thank you for taking the time to
read this issue of Notes From Thomas
Library. As always, if you have any
comments or thoughts, please feel free
to contact me.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
From the Director
Upcoming Events
Staff Profile
New Book Article		
OLSSI Conference		
Patron Spotlight
Video Conferencing
New Student Days
What They Are Reading		
Library’s New Web Site
New AV Equipment
Library Hours
		

1
1
2
2
3
3
4
4
5
6
6
8

Thomas Library Staff Profile

T

he focus of our
Staff Profile in
this issue of the
library newsletter
is Lyndon (Lyn)
McCurdy,
the Head of
the Thomas Library Audio-Visual
Department for twenty-two years.
Lyn was born and raised in New
Albany, Indiana, and attended New
Albany High School. His college
experience took him to Indiana
University where he earned a Bachelor
of Science in Business Education and
Indiana Teacher certification. He
continued his education with a Master of
Science degree in Instructional Systems

Technology and earned an advanced
degree, Ed. S., Education Specialist in
Information Systems Technology.
Lyn’s professional career began at
the Audio Visual Center at Indiana
University in Bloomington, Indiana.
Lyn served in a number of capacities
while at the university. He was the
supervisor of the Audio Visual Subcenters, supervised instructional media
production activities, selected and
trained staff, monitored work flow
and quality control, and maintained
material and supply inventories. As
Program Supervisor he was responsible
for the supervision and coordination
of the campus audio visual hardware
support system. He trained and

directed technical, clerical and student
personnel.
Lyn’s next employment opportunity
came at the University of West Florida
in Pensacola where he served as Audio
Visual Media Director, responsible for
the film library collection development
and management, media equipment
collection management, and campus
event support.
Twenty-two years ago the position of
Audio Visual Director at Wittenberg
became available and that opportunity
appealed to Lyn because it had the
potential to offer more of a variety of
duties, it provided a chance to work
at a small private institution, and it
afforded the benefit of moving closer to
Continued on Page 7

New Book in the Library Collection: Ohio’s Covered Bridges

A

distinguished academic
background, multiple college
degrees, and an impressive teaching
career in a number of colleges led Elma
Lee Moore to Wittenberg in 2001 to the
School of Community Education. These
stellar accomplishments are not the
focus of this article, however! During
the summer, Elma Lee visited the
library to borrow a book and donated
an autographed copy of her recently
published book, Ohio’s Covered Bridges,
to be placed in the library’s collection.
Elma Lee’s lifelong attraction to
covered bridges was inspired by
memories of her “mother’s” covered
bridge, the Island Run Covered Bridge,
(Helmick Mill) in Morgan County
outside of McConnelsville. Elma Lee
recalls how her mother would test the
strength of the bridge before letting her
cross it as a child, how she explored
beneath it searching for fossils, and
how, over the years, she always checked
on the status of the bridge in her visits
back to the farm.
Years later, what led Elma Lee to publish
a book about Ohio’s covered bridges
is quite an interesting story! After the
death of her second husband, Elma Lee
connected on line with a fellow history
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lover and devotee of paper ephemera in
the person of Robert Reed, the author
of seventeen books, one of which dealt
with covered bridges in Indiana. At
about the same time, Elma Lee made
a visit to the Springfield Antique Show
looking for antique Christmas cards. In
her quest she came upon a collection
of vintage postcards depicting covered
bridges. Curious, she decided to see if
the collection included a postcard of
her “mother’s” bridge. Sure enough
it did, and she purchased the entire

collection, five hundred cards in all.
Elma Lee offered the collection to her
friend Robert, but he encouraged her to
write the book herself. As they say, the
rest is history!
Elma Lee undertook the project with
what can only be described as gusto and
passion. For two years she meticulously
researched and documented the
history of each bridge. She also found
that compiling a postcard book
presented some unique challenges. The
placement of the postcards on the page
only allowed for a brief description of
each bridge. In addition, some of the
postcards did not identify the bridge,
and it was important to Elma Lee
that the details of each structure be
historically accurate.
In our conversation Elma Lee
highlighted some interesting stories
about specific bridges. In the first
place, Ohio once boasted four thousand
covered bridges crossing rivers and
streams throughout the state. Today
only one hundred forty-two bridges
remain. Some are in a state of disrepair,
some have been restored, and some
have been rebuilt. The oldest bridge
in Ohio, and the second oldest in the
country, is the Roberts Bridge in Preble
Continued on Page 7

2010 OLSSI Conference Held at Baldwin-Wallace College

J

uly 25-27, 2010, marked the 10 th
annual Ohio Library Support Staff
Institute (OLSSI) gathering this year
at Baldwin-Wallace College in Berea,
Ohio. The 2010 theme, Libraries Rock,
was complemented by blow-up guitars,
back-stage rock concert pass name tags,
musical-themed temporary tattoos, and
door prizes donated by several libraryaffiliated organizations. Thomas Library
staff member, Karen Balliet attended
this three day conference which offers
library employees from both academic
and public libraries a chance to network,
attend relevant educational classes, and
find out the goings-on at libraries all over
the state.
The vision of OLSSI sees a future where
all levels of library staff are respected,
trained, informed, and responsible in
performance of their jobs as the roles of
libraries alter to keep up with the rapid
pace of change in all environments.
Opening speakers were Amanda Knapp
(Worthington Libraries), who founded
the website www.saveohiolibraries.com to
preserve state funding for Ohio libraries
during the recent budget crisis, and Laura
Soloman, manager of Library Services
for Ohio Public Library Information

Network (OPLIN.) Both were named
Library Journal Movers and Shakers
in 2010, as well as being passionate
advocates of libraries, eager to share their
knowledge and answer our questions.
Educational classes offered included
Basic Reference for Support Staff, Rare
Books Rock: Very old literature and the
history of Paleontology, an overview of
the Cleveland Museum of Arts Ingalls
Library and Museum archives with
exhibits, (including some racy photobooks from Andy Warhol’s original

collection,) and Going Green in the
Library. They also offered a guided tour
of the Ritter library and “Rockin’ out in
Water Aerobics” or “ZUMBA Dance
Fitness” for active, energetic diversions.
All in all, the OLSSI conference
provides an educational and rejuvenating
environment for about 70 library staff
from all over the state of Ohio. By offering
this yearly, structured opportunity, OLSSI
aspires to make our libraries and library
staff better than ever! —Karen Balliet

who, along with two older sisters and
an older brother, enjoyed helping out
with the animals and with other chores
around the farm. Amy lives on a farm
now, with a menagerie of horses,
donkeys, one giant pig, and many dogs
and cats. Amy’s father was a carpenter
by trade and farming was his part-time
job. In fact, Amy’s father was a full-time
carpenter at Wittenberg and a good
friend of the Thomas Library director.
Both Amy, at the age of fourteen, and
her older sister were library employees.
Their job was to take inventory by
comparing the books on the shelves
to the card catalog records. Amy has
worked at Wittenberg for 18 years at
three different times. She took some
time off to be a full time Mom to her

son, Isaac.
Amy’s parents instilled in all of their
children a great love of history, reading,
and learning. Her parents often took
the children to historic sites and history
books were always in the house. Amy’s
father especially enjoyed the Simon
Kenton stories and passed that love on
to his children.
Amy’s lifelong love affair with history
grew into an avid interest in being a
part of historical reenactments. Amy
in turn passed on the love of history to
her son, Isaac, who was fascinated by
the story of the battle of Gettysburg in
the Civil War era. Together mother and
seven year old son took part in Civil
War Reenactments, before turning
their attention to participating in

Patron Spotlight

T

he suggestion
to spotlight
Amy Henry,
a member of
the Wittenberg
grounds-keeping
team, as our library
patron in this fall’s newsletter was a
unanimous decision of the library staff
because of her avid use of the library
and her many and varied interests! In
interviewing Amy, I can readily see why
she was everyone’s choice!
Born in Springfield and raised on a
farm in Jamestown, Amy was, and still
is, an “outdoor girl,” as she describes
herself, and loved to drive the tractor
around the one hundred acre farm.
She was the youngest of four children

Continued on Page 5
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Video Conferencing in Shouvlin 201

O

n a Thursday afternoon in July
a group of local medical supply
representatives met in Shouvlin Center
Room in hopes of sharing information
about their products with potential
customers in Juarez, Mexico. Two
hours later, when the session was over,
the participants were pleased with
their introduction to international
video conferencing. They were able
to, in real time, present their products
to and answer questions from medical
representatives, doctors, and hospital
administrators over 1,500 miles away.
The video conference was hosted by the
East Asian Institute, and through the
U.S. Department of Commerce.
Videoconferencing allows people to
communicate across long distances.
Different methods can be used.
For example, Skype (Skype.com) is
a computer-to-computer method
that allows voice or voice and video
communication over the internet with
computer microphones and computer
video cameras used as the input devices.
And more recently, voice and video
over handheld devices is becoming
popular. The video conferencing
system in Shouvlin 201 uses a different
system that incorporates higher quality
equipment (3 cameras, 17 microphones,
a touch panel based control system,
and a H.323 video conference codec)
to enable much more control over the
video and audio that is transmitted
from the Wittenberg site. In addition,
a document camera permits display
of text, images and real objects to far-

Two representatives from X-spine Systems, Inc. of Miamisburg, Ohio communicate by videoconference
with potential customers in Juarez, Mexico.

end site viewers. The facility also has
special lighting and acoustic treatment
to improve the transmitted video image
and audio. By the way, you don’t need
to know the jargon to use the facility.
Although certainly more
technologically complex than some
methods, video conferencing in
Shouvlin 201 could be useful for many
of the university’s communication
needs. Once the basics are covered it’s
easy. There are specific requirements
for using the system, such as ensuring
that the far-end site is equipped with a

similar “codec”, and providing for wellin-advance testing of communication
protocols. Also, if you haven’t
participated in video conferencing
before, some training on the equipment
and discussion of the videoconference
event will help. It’s really not that
difficult once you have things in order.
We hope you have an opportunity to
use the video conference capability
that is available in this facility. If you
have questions please contact Lyn
McCurdy at lmccurdy@wittenberg.
edu or 327-7325. —Lyndon McCurdy

Annual New Student Days Drawing Winners Announced

T

homas Library Congratulates the Winners of its Annual New Student Days Drawing! Winners received Gift Cards for
Wittenberg University Book Store/Barnes & Noble.

Emily Spellmire, $100.00
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Erica Cartharn, $25.00

Holly Esposito, $25.00

Patron Spotlight
Continued from Page 3

reenactments of the French and Indian
War and the War of 1812. Amy got
authentic costumes together and she
and Isaac became members of Roger’s
Rangers at the reenactments of the Battle
of Fort Meigs in the French and Indian
War. In one of their reenactments they
actually helped to build a fort!
Amy and her son always had an affinity
for Native American culture. Amy felt
that the best way of interpreting and
preserving the history of the Native
American people was, again, through
reenactments. She and Isaac reenacted
the Cherokee Campaign of 1776 in
the mountains of North Carolina.
Amy stressed that everything about
a reenactment must be authentic—
the clothing, the living conditions, the
methods of transportation; in effect,
everything must be as it was in the period
of history being portrayed. During the
reenactment of the Cherokee Campaign

of 1776, the re-enactors had to kill
copperhead snakes and had to fashion
a gurney, using 18th century materials
and methods, to take a badly injured
participant out of the mountains.
In her early years, Amy wanted
to be an archaeologist but her son
has actually fulfilled a part of that
dream, having been involved in some
archaeological work himself. Isaac is a
2008 Wittenberg University grad who
continues to carry on the family love
of history. He has done filming for PBS
and sails on schooners and tallships. He
sailed on the replica of the Amistad (the
Cuban coastal trader that sailed from
Havana in 1839 with a cargo of African
captives), into Havana harbor in the
spring of 2010 in what was considered
somewhat of a diplomatic coup. The
trip to Cuba was a high profile exception
to the 47-year-old U.S. embargo of the
Caribbean Island. Amy is pictured as a

re-enactor on a postcard at Cumberland
Gap National Park.
Amy has used the library extensively
over the years in researching various
historical events, in order to perform
her reenactments with historical
accuracy. She credits the Reference
Librarians with being extremely helpful
to her in her research. Amy reports
that she checks many books out of the
library and loves to read both fiction
and non-fiction; and, of course, history
books are high on her list of favorites!
Another of Amy’s recent hobbies has
been working with Scott Dooley in the
Art Department to recreate 18th century
ceramics. Amy is chairperson for the
native camp at the Fair at New Boston
which takes place every year at George
Rogers Clark Park in Springfield and
she continues to display a passion for
history and reenacting.
—Joan Pallant

What They Are Reading
Ken Irwin, Reference Librarian

Cryoburn, by Lois McMaster Bujold

“It’s a mystery-adventure story set about a thousand years in the future on a planet where people are routinely
put into cryonic suspension (i.e. frozen) before they die. Like many of Bujold’s stories, the book tells an
interesting, twisty story while examining the possible cultural and political implications of technological
innovations that we’re likely to see in real life much sooner than a thousand years from now.”

Hollis-Ann Wolfe, Administrative Assistant
Nineteen Minutes, by Jody Picoult

Picoult’s skill as a storyteller comes through in this dramatic, fictional account of a school shooting.
The character and background development give the reader insights into the relationships between the
characters across time and their reactions to the shooting.

Kurt Young, ‘11

On Writing, by Stephen King

The work contains both an autobiography of King and his thoughts on writing and the writing process.
It is an interesting glimpse at the mind of a master.

Meredith Zajac ‘13

Iliad, attributed to Homer
“Never had to read so many lines of poetry, but I like how the poet performs the story for you.”
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Thomas Library’s Website has New Look

T

his summer Thomas Library
launched its updated website. The
aim of the redesign is to make the site
more intuitive, easier to use and more
visually appealing. A search box now
occupies the center of the main web
page. The default search option is EZRA,
our own catalog for books, videos, CDs,
etc. You can also opt to search from a
selection of our most popular databases
for articles by choosing the “Article
Databases” tab or determine if we own a
particular journal by choosing the “Find
Journals” tab.
In addition to the search box, buttons
with pull down lists run across the top
of the page. These buttons help the user
to navigate the numerous resources that
Thomas Library makes available to the
Wittenberg community. On the left side
of the screen is a list of frequently used
options to allow for instant accessibility.
Ken Irwin, in consultation with other

members of the library staff, made
the changes earlier this summer. The
new look reflects the design changes
recently made to Wittenberg’s website.
The overall effect is a cleaner, more
inviting look and more user-friendly
organization of resources. Check it out
at www.wittenberg.edu/lib.
In addition to updating our online
presence, the library’s website is now

more mobile device
friendly. During Ken’s
recent sabbatical he
learned the ins and outs
of mobile web design.
Now our website can
be easily used from
iPhones, DROIDs,
BlackBerries, and other
smart phone devices. —Alisa Mizikar

New Equipment for Checkout in Audio Visual Services

A

udio Visual Services has added two
new digital recording devices for
checkout to campus users.

Olympus WS500M audio recorders
are small and extremely portable, with
the following features:		
• Retractable USB connector for
attachment directly to a computer
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without using a cable
• Records in WMA format, playable
on most computers
• Has a backlit LCD screen for ease
of use in less than ideal lighting
• Will store up to 500 hours of audio
files, depending on recording mode
• Can record up to 14 hours on one
AA battery
• Great unit for recording meetings
or oral history assignments
Canon FS Series camcorders (we have
FS 200 and 300), with the following
features:
• Compact, memory based
camcorder records video and still
images to SD memory card (16GB
installed)
• 37x optical zoom lens

• 2.7 inch color LCD display 		
(no viewfinder)
• Will store up to 10 hours of video
depending on recording mode (5
hours in SP)
• Video files can be transferred
directly to computer

For more information about these
equipment items contact Betsy Dean
(reservations) or Lyn McCurdy
(technical).
—Lyn McCurdy

Thomas Library Staff Profile
Continued from Page 2

family. Lyn has come to enjoy working
at a smaller university where he has
had the opportunity to get to know
people better and experience more of
a family feel to the campus. Lyn, along
with Jeff Andrews and Betsy Dean,
spent summer 2010 readying Blair Hall
with the installation of its state-of-theart technology. He brings a wealth of
experience and expertise to his position
as Director of Audio Visual Services

at Thomas Library. In addition, Lyn’s
co-workers have come to appreciate his
dry wit.
Lyn is married to a wonderful wife,
Cathy, and has two grown sons. Gabe
is a network engineer in Nashville,
Tennessee, and Elliot is a mechanical
engineer living in Greenville, South
Carolina. The McCurdy family
also includes a four-dog pack: three
Schnoodle mixes and one Cairn

terrier mix.
Lyn has many interests and hobbies:
technology, cooking, photography,
occasional golf, travel, flying and
aviation. Lyn revealed that he has his
private pilot’s license with conventional
gear endorsement. He admits to only
being lost once, but interestingly,hasn’t
flown in a number of years. As Lyn puts
it: “It’s safer up there with me on the
ground!”
—Joan Pallant

New Book in the Library Collection: Ohio’s Covered Bridges
Continued from Page 2

County. The structure is what is called
a double-barreled bridge, (two lanes),
and was rebuilt after an attempt by
someone to burn down the original
structure. A farmer by the name of
Roberts, undertook the building of the
bridge with a seventeen year old helper.
Roberts died during the construction of
the bridge so the work was completed
by the seventeen year old who married
Roberts’ widow.
Ashtabula County has the distinction
of having the most covered bridges
in Ohio, seventeen. The longest new
covered bridge in the country was built
in Ashtabula County by the county
engineer. Quite a few of the covered
bridges in Ashtabula County have
been restored and each fall the county
celebrates their covered bridges with
a festival. The area at the site of Elma
Lee’s “mother’s” bridge, the Island
Run Bridge, had a history during the
Civil War. Morgan’s Raiders burned a

number of covered bridges in Southern
Ohio and were captured and held at a
mill near where the Island Run Bridge
now stands. The Island Run Bridge was
restored in 2008 and is one of the most
picturesque bridges in the state.
An important component, if not the
most important feature of the covered
bridges, is the design of the trusses.
Many of the truss designs are patented,
including the double-barreled, twolane design. Older bridges can’t hold
much weight and must be reinforced
with steel if they are to carry today’s
heavier vehicles and heavier volume
of traffic. Purists in the construction
or restoration of covered bridges
don’t like to see the use of steel in the
structures. They prefer to keep the
original wooden designs.
Elma Lee is a member of the Ohio
Historic Bridge Association, a group
promoting interest in covered bridges.
To promote the saving of these historic

bridges, the members purchased and
restored Salt Creek Covered Bridge in
Muskingum County. The group meets
quarterly and several of its members
have also written covered bridge books.
Several counties in Ohio hold covered
bridge festivals every year and they are
becoming even more popular.
Elma Lee also collects postcards
depicting historic Opera Houses of
Ohio and is currently working on a
book on the topic. Humorous postcards
called “kissing cards” and suffragette
postcards are an interest for Elma Lee
as well and will probably be the focus
of future books.
Anyone interested in Ohio history
and the bygone days of the covered
bridge will enjoy Elma Lee’s book,
Ohio’s Covered Bridges. The book can
be found in the New Book collection.
		
—Joan Pallant

Thomas Library’s Hours of Operation
listed on
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Library Hours of Operation
Library Hours for Fall 2010
THOMAS LIBRARY REGULAR HOURS
Monday-Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

8:00 a.m.-Midnight
8:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.
Noon-Midnight

MID-TERM EXAMS-EXTENDED HOURS
Sunday, October 10
Monday, October 11
Tuesday, October 12
Wednesday, October 13
Thursday, October 14

Noon-1:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.-1:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.-1:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.-1:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.-1:30 a.m.

FALL BREAK HOURS
Friday, October 15
Saturday, October 16
Sunday, October 17
Monday, October 18
Tuesday, October 19

8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
CLOSED
CLOSED
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.

THANKSGIVING BREAK HOURS
Tuesday, November 23
Wednesday, November 24
Thursday, November 25
Friday, November 26
Saturday, November 27
Sunday, November 28

8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
CLOSED
CLOSED
CLOSED
6:00 p.m.-Midnight

FINAL EXAM HOURS
Wednesday, December 8
Thursday, December 9
Friday, December 10
Saturday, December 11
Sunday, December 12
Monday, December 13
Tuesday, December 14
Wednesday, December 15
Thursday, December 16
Friday, December 17

8:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.-10:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m.-10:30 p.m.
Noon-1:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

SEMESTER BREAK HOURS
Saturday, December 18
Sunday, December 19
Monday, December 20
Tuesday, December 21
Wednesday, December 22
Thursday, December 23-Sunday, January 2
Monday, January 3-Friday, January 7
Saturday, January 8-Sunday, January 9

CLOSED
CLOSED
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
CLOSED
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
CLOSED

Contact us at 937-327-7511 — refdesk@wittenberg.edu — www.wittenberg.edu/lib
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